
GOVERNOR LAMONT RELEASES GUIDANCE TO BUSINESSES ON ORDER 
ASKING CONNECTICUT TO ‘STAY SAFE, STAY HOME’ 

Governor Also Signs Eleventh Executive Order Responding to COVID-19 Pandemic 
  
(HARTFORD, CT) – Governor Ned Lamont today released guidance intended to help the state’s 
business and nonprofit community better understand the “Stay Safe, Stay Home” executive order 
he recently signed directing all non-essential businesses and not-for-profit entities in Connecticut 
to prohibit all in-person functions effective Monday, March 23, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. as part of the 
state’s ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  
The guidance was developed in concert with the Department of Economic and Community 
Development (DECD). The governor is encouraging all businesses to employ, to the maximum 
extent possible any telecommuting or work-from-home procedures that they can safely 
implement. The order excludes any business or entity providing essential services or functions, 
such as healthcare, food, law enforcement, and similar critical services. 
  
“I know this pandemic has brought disruption to all of our lives, but we need to pull together as 
a community and practice social distancing in order to reduce the spread of this virus and protect 
the well being of our neighbors and our loved ones,” Governor Lamont said. “We can’t ignore 
the facts, which prove that efforts like this are the best way to slow down its impact. I cannot say 
it enough – if you can, the best thing to do is to stay safe and stay home.” 
  
“We are working around the clock to support our Connecticut businesses during these extremely 
difficult times,” DECD Commissioner David Lehman said. “Our primary goal was to support our 
public health objective while balancing the important needs of our citizens and the Connecticut 
economy. I encourage residents and business to review the guidance carefully and apply for a 
waiver only if they deem necessary. DECD will also be launching more assistance for small and 
medium businesses who are impacted by COVID19 in the coming days.” 
  
To help businesses in Connecticut navigate the COVID-19 crisis, DECD has established the COVID-
19 Business Emergency Response Unit reachable at 860-500-2333. 
 


